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NCCAOM Mission 

The mission of the NCCAOM is… 
  
To establish, assess, and promote recognized 

standards of competence and safety in 
acupuncture and Oriental medicine for the 
protection and benefit of the public. 
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How does NCCAOM meet its 
mission? 

 Documents eligibility to sit for an examination 
and to become certified   
 

 Develops and administers exams that can 
measure entry level competency 
 

 Demonstration of public protection and safety in 
the deliverance of care through: 
 Recertification - competency maintenance 
 NCCAOM® Code of Ethics - Professional Ethics and 

Disciplinary Committee (PEDC) 
 Working closely with regulatory boards 
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NCCAOM Core Values 

 Testing Excellence 
 Service 
 Integrity 
 Trust  
 Leadership 
 Community Support 
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NCCAOM 2011 Staff 
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NCCAOM Executive Services 

Kory Ward-Cook, PhD, MT(ASCP), CAE 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Gail Remsen 
Director of Executive Services and Volunteer Services 
 
Melissa Dow 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Contact the Executive Services Department for: 

 Governance 
 Questions for the Board of Commissioners 
 Questions regarding becoming a NCCAOM 

volunteer 
 

e-mail: executiveoffice@thenccaom.org 
 

mailto:executiveoffice@thenccaom.org
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NCCAOM PDA Department 

Mina Larson 
Director of Public, Professional and Regulatory Affairs 
 Public relations 
 News and events 
 State regulatory/legislative matters 

  
Jennifer Nemeth, M.Ed. 
Manager of PDA and Quality Assurance 
 PDA program reviews 
 PDA program approvals 
 Problem solving 
 contact: 904-674-2474 or pda@thenccaom.org 
 

Alicia Azouz 
PDA Administrative Assistant 
 NCCAOM PDA approval paper work 
 NCCAOM PDA Search Engine 
 NCCAOM Certificate of Participation/Completion 
 contact: 904-674-2494 or pda@thenccaom.org 

mailto:pda@thenccaom.org
mailto:pda@thenccaom.org
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NCCAOM’s PDA Program 

Professional 

Development 

Activity 
 
 

National Standards of Continued 
Competence in Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine 

NCCAOM’s approval of 
continuing education 
programs assures Diplomates 
that their core competencies 
and professional development 
activities meet NCCAOM 
recertification requirements. 
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PDA Webinar Goals & Objectives 

 Review the PDA Department Purpose 
 

 Summarize PDA Provider Benefits 
 

 Review 2011 PDA Policy Changes  
 

 Introduce the new  
 NCCAOM® PDA Web Page & Search 
 Engine  
 
 Explain the New Electronic PDA 

Application 
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Assuring Competency 

 NCCAOM Certification 
 Demonstrate measurement of entry-level core 

competencies 

 
 NCCAOM Recertification 

 Maintenance of core competency 
 Professional growth and development 

10 
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NCCAOM® PDA Provider Benefits 

1. Recognized by a third party (NCCAOM) as a provider of 
quality continuing educational programs 

2. Approved PDA courses are more desirable or required 
by Diplomates 

3. National and International advertising opportunity via 
 NCCAOM PDA Search Engine 
 NCCAOM PDA Logo  

4. Professional guidance in program development and 
documentation 

5. Recognized by the AOM profession, regulatory 
agencies, third-party payers, and the public. 
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What’s New in PDA in 2011? 

 NCCAOM® PDA Advisory Committee 

 NCCAOM® PDA Handbook 

 NCCAOM® PDA Logo 

 NCCAOM® PDA Web Page 

 NCCAOM® PDA Search Engine 
 NCCAOM® PDA Program Review and Web Posting 

Application 

 NCCAOM® Certificate of Participation or Completion 
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What’s New in PDA in 2011? Con’t. 

 NCCAOM® Recertification Categories 

 One year approval along with web posting service 

 New Supporting Documents 
 Program Evaluation 
 Program Advertisement 
 Distance Learning/Online – Passing Score for Assessment 
 Distance Learning/Online -- Program Worksheet 
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NCCAOM® PDA Advisory Committee 

 Assist PDA Department to Strengthen 
 PDA Standards 
 PDA Offerings 
 National & International Recognition 

 Membership Will Include: 
 Rep from NCCAOM Recertification Committee 
 Long-standing PDA Providers 
 AOM Schools 
 State Acupuncture Boards 

Email pda@thenccaom.org if you are interested 
 in applying for the NCCAOM PDA Advisory Committee 

mailto:pda@thenccaom.org
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NCCAOM® PDA Handbook 

Available on the NCCAOM website at www.nccaom.org  

http://www.nccaom.org/
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 Signifies a quality education program  

 Approved by a leading 
national/international organization in the 
acupuncture & Oriental medicine 
profession 

 Designates an NCCAOM approved PDA 
Provider and program 

 Immediately attracts the viewer to the 
program by visually showing the seal of 
approval by the NCCAOM® 

Use of the PDA logo is for NCCAOM approved programs only. 
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NCCAOM Recertification Requirements 

60 PDA Points in a four-year recertification cycle 
 

 Competency Maintenance – 30 Points 
 15 points Core (CO ) Knowledge, Skills, & Abilities (KSA’s) 
 4 points Safety (SA) and/or Ethics (ET) 
 11 points Adjunctive Therapies (AT) or Electives 

 
 Professional Activities – 30 Points 

 17 professional activity categories 
 PDA Provider’s may be award points to 2 activity categories: 

 Continuing education 
 Clinical experience  

 CPR  
 4 points may apply to any category except Safety/Ethics or 

the Core KSA’s 
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NCCAOM® Recertification Categories 

 CO  Core Knowledge, Skills, Abilities (KSAs) 
  Five branches of Oriental Medicine 

 SA  Safety - Universal Precautions, herbal safety 

 ET  Ethics – ethical decisions, liability, billing & coding 

 AT  Adjunctive Therapies – Treatment modalities 

 BIO  Biomedicine - Western medicine 

 IT  Injection Therapy - Requires a disclaimer 

 PE  Practice Enhancement - Subject areas  
  outside of Oriental medicine. Yoga, Reiki, crystals, 
  native American herbs 
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NCCAOM® Certificate of Participation  
or Completion 

Customized 
Provider logo 

Responsible 
party’s name 
& credentials 

Responsible 
party’s  

electronic 
signature 

Recertification 
categories 

Program 
approval 

dates 
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NCCAOM® PDA Web Page 
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NCCAOM® PDA Search Engine 

21 Start a Search 
Page 1 
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NCCAOM® PDA Search Engine 

22 Program Search Results 
Page 2 
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NCCAOM® PDA Search Engine 

23 Program Information 
Page 3 
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NCCAOM® PDA Program Review and 
Web Posting Application  

 Electronic application 
 Downloads to the PDA Search 

Engine 
 Email to pda@nccaom.org 
 PDA Department updates 

quarterly. Please submit 
suggestions to pda@nccaom.org. 

 NCCAOM® PDA Application 
Instruction is available by emailing 
pda@nccaom.org  
 

 

mailto:pda@nccaom.org
mailto:pda@nccaom.org
mailto:pda@nccaom.org
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PDA Application 
Section 1:  Provider Information 

Start a Search 
Page 1 
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PDA Application 
Section 2: Program Information  

Program Title and PDA Points 

Start a Search 
Page 1 
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PDA Application 
Section 2: Program Information  

Presentation Dates and Locations 

Start a Search 
Page 1 
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Section 2: Program Information  
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Presentation Dates and Locations 
 

Program Information Page 
Page 3 
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PDA Application 
Section 2: Program Information Con’t. 

29 

Recertification Categories 

Start a Search 
Page 1 
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PDA Application 
Section 2: Program Information Con’t. 

Program Description 

Program Information Page 
Page 3 
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PDA Application 
Section 2: Program Information Con’t. 

 Program Outline 
 Formally called the “Agenda” 
 Validates the program’s 

 curriculum content 
 teaching and/or learning 

methodologies 
 presentation times and PDA 

point values 
 Determines total PDA points 
 Determines recertification 

category 
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Tips to Filling Out the PDA Application 

 PLAN AHEAD 
 maximizes length of advertising time 
 maximizes use of PDA logo 

 

 Submit all documents at one time 
 

 Complete all fields -  indicates information is posted 
to the PDA Search Engine 
 

 Preferred submission - Email to pda@nccaom.org  
 One program per application 
 One application & supporting documents per email  

 

 Incomplete applications delay approval process & 
posting services 
 

 

mailto:pda@nccaom.org
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Questions & Answers 
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