Warmest Wishes for a Holiday
Season
As we approach the end of 2021, I want to acknowledge that
although the past two years have been challenging in many ways,
they have shown us that even during the most difficult of times, we
can remain strong as a profession and as an organization. This is why
we owe much gratitude to all of our NCCAOM Board-Certified
Diplomates, for all of your support, encouragement, and
participation in moving the profession forward during another
challenging year.
Throughout 2021, we have continued to make strides in advancing
our Diplomates by working together, like our collaboration with
American Society of Acupuncturists (ASA) on advocacy projects such
as introduction H.R. 4803, legislation to gain federal recognition for
acupuncturist as Medicare providers. Many of our initiatives during
the last two years have been spurred on by the NCCAOM-ASA Town
Hall Meetings and the participation of our NCCAOM Board Certified
AcupuncturistsTM.

While these larger, more profession-wide topics can rule reflection of
the past year, there have been other milestones worthy of note:

January 2021.

The new Diplomate benefit “My Learning”
functionality was introduced which provides a
repository for PDA approved courses completed
by a Diplomate. “My Learning” section is
available for all Diplomates in their NCCAOM
Certification account under the “Diplomate
Benefits” orange button.

February 2021.

The NCCAOM launched a new PDA provider
Digital Badge. A Digital Badge is a digitalized
record of an individual’s knowledge and
achievements. Each badge holds integrated data
and when clicked upon, displays that data
showcasing the credential earning criteria ,
endorsements, and evidence of mastery in a
profession. Digital Badges are available to all PDA
Providers in their NCCAOM Provider account
under “Certificates” orange button.

March 2021.

The NCCAOM is proud to offer Digital Badges for
all active NCCAOM Board-Certified Acupuncturists™.
Digital Badges are available to all certified
Diplomates in their NCCAOM Certification
account under the “Diplomate Benefits” orange
button.

July 2021.

“Acupuncture for Our Seniors Act”, H.R. 4803 bill
was introduced by Judy Chu and NCCAOM
continues work with American Society for
Acupuncturists (ASA) to engage acupuncturists
on H.R. 4803, the Acupuncture for Our Seniors
Act. H.R. 4803 would authorize Medicare to
recognize qualified acupuncturists as Medicare
providers.
The 2021 Diplomate Satisfaction Survey was sent
to over 20, 000 Certified Diplomates asking for
their satisfaction with NCCAOM. The survey
indicated that Diplomate satisfaction is rising,
along with valuable insights and suggestions into
what initiatives the NCCAOM should be working
towards. Thank you to all who took the time to
complete the survey.

August 2021.

We were honored to win the ASAE Gold Circle
Awards for the Member/Volunteer Engagement
Campaign category for the NCCAOM Diplomate
COVID-19 Resources and Outreach.

September 2021.

NCCAOM and ASA Hosted a Town Hall to provide
an overview of H.R. 4803 and guidance on ways
individuals can get involved as advocates.

October 2021.

NCCAOM and ASA launched a grassroots platform to help connect
acupuncturists with Congressional Representatives as well as
conducted a free, weekly, small-group Grassroots Advocacy Training

Series to provide education and guidance on effective advocacy and
the individual acupuncturist’s role in advocating for H.R. 4803. In
honor of Acupuncture Medicine Day, the ASA and NCCAOM came
together to discuss culturally appropriate opportunities to naming
the Acupuncture Profession. The inclusive and interactive Town Hall
meeting was held on October 24th.
As we close out 2021 and look forward to new
beginnings in 2022, we want to invite you all to
engage in the conversation and collaboration to
make 2022 a productive and more hopeful year.
Through our united voices, we can continue to
move our Diplomates and the profession
forward. The NCCAOM Board of Commissioners
and Staff would like to wish our valued
Diplomates a very Happy Holiday Season and
New Year.
Sincerely,
Mina M. Larson, M.S., MBA, CAE
CEO

